
Psalm and Readings Thursday 17th October 2024 
 
Psalm 146 
 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 
    I will sing praises to my God all my life long. 
 

Do not put your trust in princes, 
    in mortals, in whom there is no help. 
When their breath departs, they return to the 
earth; on that very day their plans perish. 
 

Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
    whose hope is in the Lord their God, 
who made heaven and earth, 
    the sea, and all that is in them; 
who keeps faith for ever; 
    who executes justice for the oppressed; 
    who gives food to the hungry. 
 

The Lord sets the prisoners free; 
    the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. 
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 
    the Lord loves the righteous. 
The Lord watches over the strangers; 
    he upholds the orphan and the widow, 
    but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 
 

The Lord will reign for ever, 
    your God, O Zion, for all generations. 
Praise the Lord! 
 
 
 
2 Kings 23:36 – 24:17 
 

Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he 
began to reign; he reigned for eleven years in 
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Zebidah 
daughter of Pedaiah of Rumah. He did what was 
evil in the sight of the Lord, just as all his 
ancestors had done. 
 

In his days King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon came 
up; Jehoiakim became his servant for three years; 
then he turned and rebelled against him. The 
Lord sent against him bands of the Chaldeans, 
bands of the Arameans, bands of the Moabites, 
and bands of the Ammonites; he sent them 
against Judah to destroy it, according to the word 
of the Lord that he spoke by his servants the  
prophets. Surely this came upon Judah at the 
command of the Lord, to remove them out of his  

 
 
 

sight, for the sins of Manasseh, for all that he had 
committed, and also for the innocent blood that 
he had shed; for he filled Jerusalem with innocent 
blood, and the Lord was not willing to pardon. 
Now the rest of the deeds of Jehoiakim, and all 
that he did, are they not written in the Book of 
the Annals of the Kings of Judah? So Jehoiakim 
slept with his ancestors; then his son Jehoiachin 
succeeded him. The king of Egypt did not come 
again out of his land, for the king of Babylon had 
taken over all that belonged to the king of Egypt 
from the Wadi of Egypt to the River Euphrates. 
 

Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he began 
to reign; he reigned for three months in 
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Nehushta 
daughter of Elnathan of Jerusalem. He did what 
was evil in the sight of the Lord, just as his father 
had done. 
 

At that time the servants of King Nebuchadnezzar 
of Babylon came up to Jerusalem, and the city 
was besieged. King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon 
came to the city, while his servants were 
besieging it; King Jehoiachin of Judah gave himself 
up to the king of Babylon, himself, his mother, his 
servants, his officers, and his palace officials. The 
king of Babylon took him prisoner in the eighth 
year of his reign. 
 

He carried off all the treasures of the house of the 
Lord, and the treasures of the king’s house; he cut 
in pieces all the vessels of gold in the temple of 
the Lord, which King Solomon of Israel had made, 
all this as the Lord had foretold. He carried away 
all Jerusalem, all the officials, all the warriors, ten 
thousand captives, all the artisans and the smiths; 
no one remained, except the poorest people of 
the land. He carried away Jehoiachin to Babylon; 
the king’s mother, the king’s wives, his officials, 
and the elite of the land, he took into captivity 
from Jerusalem to Babylon. The king of Babylon 
brought captive to Babylon all the men of valour, 
seven thousand, the artisans and the smiths, one 
thousand, all of them strong and fit for war. The 
king of Babylon made Mattaniah, Jehoiachin’s 
uncle, king in his place, and changed his name to 
Zedekiah. 
 



1 Timothy 4 
 

Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times 
some will renounce the faith by paying attention 
to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, 
through the hypocrisy of liars whose consciences 
are seared with a hot iron. They forbid marriage 
and demand abstinence from foods, which God 
created to be received with thanksgiving by those 
who believe and know the truth. For everything 
created by God is good, and nothing is to be 
rejected, provided it is received with 
thanksgiving; for it is sanctified by God’s word 
and by prayer. 
 

If you put these instructions before the brothers 
and sisters, you will be a good servant of Christ 
Jesus, nourished on the words of the faith and of 
the sound teaching that you have followed. Have 
nothing to do with profane myths and old wives’ 
tales. Train yourself in godliness, for, while 
physical training is of some value, godliness is 
valuable in every way, holding promise for both 
the present life and the life to come. The saying is 
sure and worthy of full acceptance. For to this 
end we toil and struggle, because we have our 
hope set on the living God, who is the Saviour of 
all people, especially of those who believe. 
 

These are the things you must insist on and teach. 
Let no one despise your youth, but set the 
believers an example in speech and conduct, in 
love, in faith, in purity. Until I arrive, give 
attention to the public reading of scripture, to 
exhorting, to teaching. Do not neglect the gift 
that is in you, which was given to you through 
prophecy with the laying on of hands by the 
council of elders. Put these things into practice, 
devote yourself to them, so that all may see your 
progress. Pay close attention to yourself and to 
your teaching; continue in these things, for in 
doing this you will save both yourself and your 
hearers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Collect of the Day 
 

Feed us, O Lord, with the living bread 
and make us drink deep of the cup of salvation 
that, following the teaching of your bishop 
Ignatius and rejoicing in the faith 
   with which he embraced a martyr’s death, 
we may be nourished for that eternal life 
   for which he longed; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 
 


